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Towson attorney G. Macy Nelson will speak on behalf of
homeowners at the hearing.

Nelson said yesterday that he was disappointed the county planning
officer had recommended approval of the extension. Contrary to
statements by Halle's attorney, Nelson said, the developer has not
kept up with the state permit process and has been slow to respond to
officials' questions.

"We are going to prove that during the past two years, the applicant
has failed to aggressively provide to the state the information that the
state has requested,” Nelson said, adding that had Halle kept up with
MDE's requests for information, he might have received his permits
by now.

Nelson said that the county should not grant the extension because
Halle has "created his own delay."

According to a timeline provided by Nelson, an agent for Halle
informed state officials in January 2001 that he wanted to reactivate
his application. However, it took nearly a year for Halle and his
agents to fully respond to several questions posed by the state.

An August letter to Halle and his agents from the state set out "seven
issues that must be addressed before MDE will consider the
applicant's Phase II report complete." According to Nelson, the state
is still waiting for an answer from the developer.

Wilson Town residents have long fought to keep Halle's landfill and
gravel pit from opening. They have written letters to many elected
officials, including Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. and Lt. Gov. Michael

S. Steele.

Anne Arundel County Executive Janet S. Owens has stated that she
opposes the landfill, which would not cater to the public but to
private firms, many of them from outside the county or the state.

Residents hope that their attorney can persuade the hearing officer to
deny the extension.

"I have visited with the entire community and no one wants that
landfill," said Wilson Town native Bessie Rollings-Queen.
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